
January 20, 2021 

Mayor Howard and Redwood City Council Members 
Chair Bondonno and Planning Commissioners 
c/o Diana O'Dell, Senior Planner 
1017 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

via electronic transmittal: dodell@redwoodcity.org 

RE: SPUR Endorsement of Updated Plan for Sequoia Station / Redwood City Transit Sub-Area 

Dear Redwood City Councilmembers and Planning Commissioners: 

The Lowe project team originally presented the Sequoia Station project (also known as the Redwood City 
Transit Sub-Area) located at James Street and El Camino Real to SPUR’s Project Review Advisory Board 
in Fall 2019 for review and consideration. In November 2020, the Lowe project team presented us with a 
revised proposal for the Sequoia Station project. The SPUR Project Review Advisory Board finds the

revised development proposal to be an appropriate set of uses for this location and endorses the 

updated Sequoia Station proposal as it is currently envisioned. 

SPUR is generally focused on policies, plans and codes rather than on individual projects. In order to 
make infill development easier, we prefer to help set good rules around zoning, fees, housing affordability, 
sustainability, etc.  However, on occasion, our Project Review Advisory Board will review and endorse 
development proposals of citywide or regional importance, evaluating their potential to enhance the 
vitality of the city and region according to the policy priorities and principles of good placemaking 
supported by SPUR.   

We understand that Sequoia Station is a major mixed-use development project proposed for the 12+ acre 
Sequoia Station site located in the Redwood City Transit Sub-District. Currently occupied by a low-rise 
shopping center with a Safeway, CVS, Old Navy, Pier 1, Barnes & Noble and several other retail tenants, 
the proposed project will transform the site into a mixed-use urban center with densities and design 
intentions appropriate to the downtown core and on a regional transit line. As currently proposed, Sequoia 
Station and the adjacent Caltrain property will provide up to 1,250,000 square feet of commercial office 
space, up to 625 residential units, up to 175,000 square feet of neighbor-hood serving retail and a two-
level below-grade parking structure. Specific to Sequoia Station, there are approximately 200-240 
affordable units proposed for extremely low-, very low- and low-income residents.   



 

 

SPUR affirms that Sequoia Station: 
 

 Is located at an appropriate location for development, near transit and infrastructure and not on 
a greenfield site. This downtown site sits right at the Redwood City Caltrain station, one of the 
Bay Area’s most important regional transit systems today and one that will be even more critical 
in the future after electrification and high speed rail. This plan also includes land dedication for 
future Caltrain expansion, which supports Caltrain's 2040 business plan and the ongoing vitality of 
Downtown Redwood City. 

 Provides an appropriate mix of land uses of residential and retail, contributing to a diverse 
stock of housing, fostering economic development, and providing amenities and services to the 
surrounding community. This is the right location for concentrating jobs. Office jobs tend to 
cluster, and commuters are most likely to use transit when their job is close to the transit stop or 
station. The Sequoia Station location – in the downtown core and at a transit station – is ideal for a 
jobs-heavy mix of uses. The plan will maintain the site’s Safeway, add a significant amount of 
retail as well as 10,000 square feet of on-site daycare. In addition, the proposed project would 
bring a large number of new affordable housing units—fifty percent of which would be family-
serving—to downtown Redwood City, close to market-rate housing.  

 Provides sufficient density at the site supporting adjacent transit and preventing underutilization 
of land, serving the future needs of Bay Area residents. This project makes good use of this key 
downtown site, which has been until now a single-story shopping center surrounded by parking.  

 Creates a good place for people and contributes to a walkable environment with active 
ground floor uses and planned improvements to the street network. We are encouraged by the 
project’s commitment to eliminate surface parking, improve bike lanes, create new walkable 
streets, incorporate art, improve connectivity and create new community gathering spaces. 
Notably, the updated plan will include a new central plaza; create multi-modal connectivity for 
cyclists and pedestrians through the implementation of the El Camino Real Corridor Plan; and 
enhance overall connectivity between the site, nearby neighborhoods and the Downtown 
Entertainment District. 

 

The SPUR Project Review Advisory Board finds this development proposal to be an appropriate set 

of uses for this location and endorses the updated Sequoia Station proposal as it is currently 

envisioned. This is a key site for transit-oriented development in the region, and this proposal shows great 
potential to create an exemplary station area in Redwood City and to support the city’s broader visioning 
process for the Transit District and central Redwood City. The downtown location and adjacency to transit 
make this site highly appropriate for office, and we are happy to see a significant number of affordable 
housing units included in the plan.  
 



 

 

SPUR appreciates the continued engagement with the project sponsor as the project has evolved in 
response to municipal and community feedback. We understand that this will be a challenging project to 
execute given the complexity of ownership and leasehold interests on the site, so we hope to be kept in the 
loop by the project sponsor as the proposal and design moves forward. Please do not hesitate to contact us 
or Kristy Wang, SPUR’s Community Planning Policy Director, with any questions or clarifications.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charmaine Curtis   Diane Filippi 
Co-Chairs, SPUR Project Review Advisory Board  
 
cc: SPUR Board of Directors 



 

January 19th,  2021 
 
Redwood City City Council 
1017 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

 
RE: Endorsement of the Sequoia Station Project 
 
Dear Redwood City City Council, 
 
For over 60 years, Greenbelt Alliance has helped create cities and neighborhoods that make the Bay Area a better                   
place to live - healthy places where people can walk and bike; communities with parks, shops, transportation                 
options; homes that are affordable - and defend the Bay Area’s natural and agricultural landscapes from sprawl                 
development. Greenbelt Alliance’s “Grow Smart Bay Area” goals call for fully protecting the Bay Area’s greenbelt                
and directing growth into our existing communities, and accomplishing both in a way that equitably benefits all                 
Bay Area residents. Our endorsement program helps further these goals by providing independent validation of               
smart infill housing (development of vacant land within urban areas) and mixed-use projects (allowing for various                
uses like office, commercial and residential). 
 

Greenbelt Alliance is pleased to conceptually endorse the proposed Sequoia Station project 
 
This mixed-use development over 12 acres by Lowe and Eden Housing will add anywhere from 500-640                
residential units while also dedicating land for Caltrain rail line expansion to be redeveloped into neighborhood                
serving retail, open space, and above-grade commercial office space. The project has a commitment for deep                
affordability, including a partnership with Eden Housing that will provide a 100% affordable housing project               
expected to provide 200-240 affordable units, far beyond the required 20%. The project site is well located directly                  
adjacent to the Redwood City Caltrain Station as well as the El Camino Real corridor. It is everyone’s responsibility                   
to ensure that the land-use potential is maximised. This currently underutilized area will contribute to the City’s                 
vision for high quality, higher-density development and mixed-use opportunities. This project will encourage a              
walkable and vibrant community in Redwood City for residents across the income spectrum, provide a public open                 
space and family-friendly retail uses, support the local economy, and offer a host of other environmental and                 
quality of life benefits. 
 
This is the kind of climate-smart development that we need in the Bay Area to meet our housing goals, reduce                    
greenhouse gas emissions, and make sure that local residents are able to grow and thrive in their own                  
communities. In closing, the development of the Sequoia Station project is another smart step for the City of                  
Redwood City to ensure the creation of homes and vibrant communities near jobs, retail, and transit. We hope its                   
approval will inspire communities around the Bay Area to redouble their efforts to grow smartly.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Zoe Siegel 
 
Director of Climate Resilience, Greenbelt Alliance 

 



 
January 20, 2021 
 
Mayor Howard, Vice Mayor Hale, and City Council Members  
c/o Diana O’Dell, Senior Planner of Redwood City 
City of Redwood City, Community Development Department  
 
RE: Transit District and Sequoia Station Discussion – January 25, 2021 
 
Mayor Howard, Vice Mayor Hale, and City Council Members,  
 
The Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County’s mission is to work with communities and their 
leaders to produce and preserve quality affordable homes. As such, the Housing Leadership Council 
wants to provide our support for the Transit District planning process and Sequoia Station project, 
which we understand City Council will be discussing at their upcoming January 25, 2021 meeting.  

Based on public statements from Caltrain, the Transit District is the only location they have identified as 
a viable option in Redwood City to implement their 2040 business plan.  This expansion will serve not 
only Redwood City, but the entire service area of Caltrain.  

The Sequoia Station project is a critical piece of Redwood City’s Transit District Area Plan as it unlocks 
these transportation improvements. Importantly, the project provides the city with much needed 
housing and reimagines Sequoia Station as a regional, transit-focused downtown destination. Priority 
and support must be given projects like Sequoia Station that offer the greatest impact on the creation of 
affordable housing and transportation infrastructure in Redwood City. 

The increase from 225 homes to up to 625 homes is substantial, and directly addresses the previous 
concerns to create more on-site housing.  The partnership Lowe and Eden have created enables the 
project to provide a significant on-site affordable housing at very deep affordability levels.  We also 
support the developer’s goal to produce affordable family housing.  However, HLC supports the effort to 
make this a mixed-income community, that will have not only 225 affordable homes, but also market 
rate and missing-middle homes.  

HLC believes that now is the time to seize upon the opportunity to provide downtown Redwood City 
with affordable housing, critical transit infrastructure, reinvented retail, and many other community 
benefits such as childcare and youth programming.  We encourage you to continue to move the Transit 
District forward and support the density, transit improvements, housing, and community benefits.  We 
also recognize that without the office, none of these improvements could move forward.   The Transit 
District and Sequoia Station are fantastic examples of how to balance project economics and community 
interests. 

Sincerely, 

Alex Melendrez, Digital Organizer 

Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County 
2905 S. El Camino Real, San Mateo, CA 94403  •  (650) 242-1764  •  hlcsmc.org 
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January 20, 2021 

 

Honorable Mayor Howard and Members of the City Council 

Redwood City  

c/o Diana Reddy 

1017 Middlefield Road 

Redwood City CA 94063 

 

RE: Support for Sequoia Station Development Proposal 
 
 

Dear Mayor Howard, Vice Mayor Hale, and Honorable Councilmembers Aguirre, 

Espinoza-Garnica, Gee, Reddy, and Smith,   

On behalf of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group, we express our enthusiastic 

support for the Sequoia Station development proposal submitted by Lowe and 

Eden Housing. This proposal, as a part of the Transit District, is an exceptional and 

time-sensitive development opportunity that Redwood City should not miss. 

In the middle of a pandemic and a recession, at a time when traffic was not at 

the forefront of many minds, voters chose overwhelmingly to tax themselves to 

invest $3 Billion over 30 years to save and expand Caltrain. This critical regional rail 

upgrade cannot reach its fullest potential without local approval of developments 

like the one before you today.  

Revitalizing Sequoia Station with office space and 175,000 SF of reinvented retail, 

while adding 625 homes, will benefit the city and the region, and will help 

maximize voters’ investment in Caltrain. 

The Sequoia Station proposal not only provides housing and jobs on transit and in 

downtown, it also dedicates over an acre of land to make critical Caltrain 

upgrades possible. This is an unusual and critical commitment to Redwood City 

and the region. 

This proposal also comes as the Bay Area is in a dire housing crisis. Lack of housing 

poses a threat to our economy and our quality of life. The solutions are clear: we 

need to find ways to produce more housing at all levels, including market rate and 

affordable housing. It is incredibly challenging to find funding sources and sites for 

affordable housing, and the office in this proposal helps to subsidize what will be 

the largest affordable project in Redwood City. This development proposal offers 

Redwood City a chance to add up to 625 homes total, including up to 240 

affordable homes on-site. This will not only allow lower income residents to locate 

in a jobs-rich center, it will reduce transportation costs and the burden of long 

commutes.    
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Over the past year, the Sequoia Station team has incorporated feedback from the 

community and the city, including recent input Redwood City received for the 

Transit District. In addition to increasing the amount of housing and including 

significantly more than the required number of affordable homes in the proposal, 

the plans include several other community benefits, such as:  

 

 Bike & pedestrian improvements, including public commuter bike storage 

 Underground parking 

 10,000 SF of on-site childcare 

 Outdoor dining & family-friend play areas 

 Public open space & an art walk 

 Critical connectivity between the site, local neighborhoods, & the 

Downtown Entertainment District 

 Upgrades to Safeway & CVS 

 4 blocks of transit-served office space 

The Silicon Valley Leadership Group is driven by more than 330 companies to 

proactively tackle issues to improve our communities. Collectively, Leadership 

Group members provide nearly one out of every three private sector jobs in Silicon 

Valley. Among their top concerns are a lack of housing and long commutes. With 

the opportunity for Sequoia Station to dedicate land to expand Caltrain’s service, 

at a site where up to hundreds of homes can be built, this proposal addresses both 

concerns. On behalf of our members, we proudly support proposed residential 

developments like the one before you.  

Sincerely, 

 

Cecilia Conley 

Senior Associate of Transportation and Housing 

Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
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January 12, 2021 
 
Redwood City City Council 
1017 Middlefield Rd.  
Redwood City, CA 94063 
 
SENT VIA EMAIL 

 
RE: Support for Plan – Sequoia Station Project 
 
Dear Mayor Howard and Members of the City Council, 
 
The Bay Area Council is a public policy advocacy organization working to support civic and business leaders 
in solving our region’s most challenging issues. This letter is written in support of the plan for the Sequoia 
Station project in Redwood City for its potential to create hundreds of housing units near transit.  
 
California is experiencing an unprecedented housing crisis that will worsen without significant intervention. 
The California Department of Housing and Community Development estimates that the state must build 
180,000 new units of housing annually by 2025 to meet projected population growth - over 100,000 more 
units than we are currently creating. This shortage will disproportionately impact low-income communities 
and communities of color that are being priced out of Bay Area communities from the lack of affordable 
housing options. To combat this, every county and city must do its part to produce more housing units to 
keep up with the growing population. This project will also serve to meet the region’s RHNA goals.  
 
The Sequoia Station project proposes to create between 500 – 625 new housing units in Redwood City, of 
which 200-225 will be affordable. We recommend that the maximum number of housing units that are 
financially feasible are realized through this project to make the largest impact on our housing crisis. While 
we recognize this project is in a relatively conceptual stage, we support the creation of new housing and 
believe it is critically important to construct housing at transit hubs and adjacent to job centers – reducing 
sprawl, getting people out of cars and onto transit, and shrinking our carbon footprint.  
 
This project is located in the heart of Downtown Redwood City, directly adjacent to the Redwood City 
Caltrain station. The project will redevelop an outdated retail center and provide much needed housing, 
office, and renovated retail space with better walking and biking access. In addition, it will provide critical land 
for an expanded Caltrain right-of-way to meet its 2040 transit goals, and serve as the terminus to the 
Dumbarton line connecting to the East Bay. Although local in scope, it has a major regional impact from both 
a housing and transportation standpoint.  
 
This site is an excellent candidate for dense, mixed-use development directly adjacent to transit to grow the 
supply of housing and reduce dependence on cars. We look forward to reviewing details of the project when 
it is further resolved and encourage you to support transit-oriented development of this nature.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Matt Regan 
Senior Vice President, Bay Area Council 



  

 

Redwood City Transit District – Opportunity for 
Better Biking in Downtown Redwood City 

by Sandhya Laddha  | Jan 20, 2021 | Action Alert, Advocacy, Bike Parking, Bikes + Transit, Caltrain, 
Connecting Our Communities , Dumbarton, El Camino Real , Featured, Livable Communities , 
Redwood City El Camino Real 

 

City of Redwood City is in the process of redeveloping its Transit District. The Transit District plans 
for shopping, jobs, and housing with a new transit center for trains and buses in the heart of 
Downtown. The redevelopment of the Transit District creates a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
rebuild the train station with more space for tracks, station amenities, and safer grade separations. 

https://bikesiliconvalley.org/author/sandhya/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/action-alert/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/green-transportation/bike-parking/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/green-transportation/bikestransit/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/green-transportation/bikestransit/caltrain/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/low-stress-bike-networks/connecting-our-communities-advocacy-2/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/low-stress-bike-networks/connecting-our-communities-advocacy-2/dumbarton/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/low-stress-bike-networks/el-camino-real-advocacy-2/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/featured/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/livable-communities/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/low-stress-bike-networks/el-camino-real-advocacy-2/redwood-city-el-camino-real/
https://www.redwoodcity.org/departments/community-development-and-transportation/transit-district


New housing and jobs would be created along with neighborhood shopping that features Safeway 
and CVS and other community amenities. The project has the following components: 

● Grade Separation  – Grade separations at Caltrain crossings will improve traffic operation at 

nearby intersections and allow for increased Caltrain service to Redwood City and the 

region. This project also improves safety and connectivity for people biking and walking by 

creating enhanced bicycle and pedestrian facilities ( see examples here ). 

● Station Design, including better bike parking. Redwood City station needs to be redeveloped 

as a “transit hub” to allow for transfers between express and local trains to meet Caltrain’s 

2040 service vision.  

● Sequoia Station Redevelopment  – This would include a combination of multifamily 

residential, retail, office space, community amenities, open space and other activities as well 

as the opportunity to build protected bikeways on El Camino Real. Read more below. 

● Transit Center and A-1 Party Rental Sites:  The Transit Center property, owned by Caltrain, 

will also be providing land for track expansion.  Additional housing is possible on both these 

properties, which together with Sequoia Station, could include up to 900 homes. 

● Reimagine SamTrans  – This identifies the strengths and challenges in the current bus 

system to increase service and ridership, operational efficiency and improve the experience 

for riders. The parking lots that run parallel to the tracks could be redesigned into a modern 

bus transfer station. 

● Dumbarton Rail Corridor  – This proposed project would provide a new transit option from the 

Caltrain Sequoia/ Redwood City station to the Union City BART station. SVBC has been 

advocating for a parallel trail connection alongside any future transit on the Dumbarton 

Corridor .  

Sequoia Station Redevelopment Project 

Sequoia Station is the largest development opportunity in the Downtown Core that has significant 
frontage both on the future Caltrain expansion frontage and El Camino Real.  This project aims to 
update the existing retail with new office and residential development while keeping key businesses, 

https://www.redwoodcity.org/city-hall/current-projects/infrastructure-projects?id=140
https://www.redwoodcity.org/home/showpublisheddocument?id=22684
http://www.sequoiacentervision.com/
https://www.reimaginesamtrans.com/
https://www.samtrans.com/Planning/Planning_and_Research/Dumbarton_Rail_Corridor.html
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/2019/07/dumbarton-corridor-studies-roll-on/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/2019/07/dumbarton-corridor-studies-roll-on/
http://www.sequoiacentervision.com/


provide Redwood City and Caltrain land for future track expansion and electrification, as well as 
integrate with regional Cross Bay (Dumbarton) planning efforts to connect the Peninsula and East 
Bay. The project’s design focuses on creating biking and walking connections. 

 

The project is a transformational opportunity for strengthening connections and public places. It will 
provide space for expansion of regional and local rail infrastructure, provide 30-42% affordable 
housing, reduced parking ratios (upto 50% to code) for office and residential – directly on rail to 
encourage use of transit and less car dependency – all of which align with SVBC’s policy agenda 
and Redwood City’s Climate Action Plan goals. 

We’d like to specifically emphasize some of the bike improvements the developer has planned: 

● Implementing the El Camino Real Corridor Plan – building protected bikeways on El Camino 

Real along the property  



● Creating safe biking and walking connections from existing neighborhoods to downtown 

Redwood City 

● Bike Barn – Publicly accessible commuter bike storage 

● Removing the at-grade parking to underground, creating a public realm that is less 

auto-centric and provides space for public plazas  

Project partners: The redevelopment of Sequoia Station is a transformational opportunity to 
collaborate between project developers (Lowe and Eden Housing), property owners (Regency, 
Safeway and SamTrans), Caltrain, Redwood City and the community. Multiple retail tenants, transit 
partners, property owners and development stakeholders are aligned at this moment to reinvent 
Sequoia Station and the Redwood City Transit District. 

Next Steps/Action Alert: 

● January 25, 2021  – Check-in with the City Council on progress to date about Transit District 

outreach and the future schedule. Please attend this meeting to provide public 

comments in support of this project since it addresses housing as well as active 

transportation needs! 

● Wednesday, February 3, 2021, Preliminary Grade Separation Alternatives w/ Traffic Focus – 

Question & Answer Session (5 p.m. start) 

● Spring/Summer/Fall 2021 – Community meetings on preferred grade separation alternatives, 

preliminary station design work and the kickoff for the environmental review process for the 

Transit District Plan.  

https://www.redwoodcity.org/city-hall/city-council/city-council-meetings-agendas-and-minutes
https://redwoodcity.zoom.us/s/94965866843
https://redwoodcity.zoom.us/s/94965866843
https://redwoodcity.zoom.us/s/94965866843




ELEVATING BUSINESS.  
ENGAGING COMMUNIT Y. 

                                           EMPOW ERING THE FU TUR E .  
 
 
 
 

January 25, 2021 
 
 

Mayor Diane Howard 
City of Redwood City 
1017 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

 

Re: Redwood City Transit District and Sequoia Station 
 

 
Dear Mayor Howard, Vice Mayor Hale, and Members of the City Council: 

 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Chamber San Mateo County, I would like to share some 
interesting analysis our staff conducted regarding the final elections results for Caltrain Measure 
RR this past November in City of Redwood City Precincts. 

 
The Chamber believes having this timely and relevant data as the City Council considers the 
Redwood City Transit District and Sequoia Station path forward represents a compelling and data-
based form of public comment the City should be considering with significant importance.   

 
Instead of the usual voices on either side of a land use issue, you have the opinions of the 36,704 
registered voters in the City of Redwood City which cast a vote on Measure RR.  These results 
provide to the City an indication of the importance these voters place on Redwood City’s Caltrain 
station and their belief in the importance of the future of Caltrain to the area around the station.  
Below are a few highlights of our analysis and attached is the full report: 

 
• Of the 45,146 registered voters in Redwood City, 36,704 cast a vote for Measure RR = 81.30% 

turnout of registered voters 
• 27,021 voted yes and 9,683 voted no = Measure RR was approved 73.62% citywide 
• Measure RR was approved countywide by 70.82% of San Mateo County voters 
• In the 18 precincts closest to Sequoia Station – which overlap with portions of the 

neighborhoods of Centennial, Downtown, Stambaugh-Heller, Central, Mt. Carmel, and 
Edgewood Park – the average approval in these 18 precincts was 80.27% = almost 7% 
higher than citywide 

• The highest voter approval percentages were in the following precincts near Sequoia 
Station: 

 
1. Mt. Carmel consolidated precincts 4608/4609 = 83.16% voter approval  
2. Stambaugh-Heller precinct 4604 = 85.78% voter approval 
3. Central precinct 4806 = 84.10% voter approval 

 
 

As you consider the future of Sequoia Station, downtown Redwood City, Caltrain’s importance to 
Redwood City’s recovery and future – please remember that 27,021 registered voters across every 
neighborhood in Redwood City cast a ballot to save Caltrain because they believe in the important 
role that it plays in Redwood City and beyond. 
 
 



 
 

As always, thank you for your leadership and partnership. 
 
 

 
 

Amy Buckmaster 
President & CEO 
Chamber San Mateo County 
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CALTRAIN MEASURE RR ELECTIONS RESULTS 
CITY OF REDWOOD CITY 

 
Citywide Statistics - November 2020     
Total Registered Voters                   45,146     
Total Voters Cast                   39,245     
% Turnout for November 2020 Election 86.93%    
       
Votes Cast for Measure RR                   36,704     
% Turnout for Measure RR 81.301%    
Yes Votes                   27,021     
% Yes 73.62%    
No Votes                     9,683     
% No 26.38%    
     
Neighborhoods Near Caltrain     
Total Yes                     6,191     
Total No                     1,524     
Average Yes 80.27%    
     
     

NEIGHBORHOODS NEAR CALTRAIN PRECINCT STATUS VOTES PASSING 
Centennial 4607 YES 360 68.31% 
Centennial 4607 NO 167   
Central 4620 YES 334 79.52% 
Central 4620 NO 86   
Central 4691 YES 175 81.78% 
Central 4691 NO 39   
Central 4696 YES 374 79.74% 
Central 4696 NO 95   
Central 4806 YES 238 84.10% 
Central 4806 NO 45   
Central 4812 YES 36 78.26% 
Central 4812 NO 10   
Central/Palm 4623 YES 445 81.35% 
Central/Palm 4623 NO 102   
Downtown 4606 YES 693 80.96% 
Downtown 4606 NO 163   
Downtown (Includes Centennial 4690/4695) 4664 YES 1263 81.48% 
Downtown (Includes Centennial 4690/4695) 4664 NO 287   
Edgewood Park 4608 YES 549 75.72% 
Edgewood Park 4608 NO 176   
Mt. Carmel 4619 YES 205 79.77% 
Mt. Carmel 4619 NO 52   
Mt. Carmel 4694 YES 86 82.69% 
Mt. Carmel 4694 NO 18   
Mt. Carmel (Includes Mt. Carmel 4801) 4609 YES 785 83.16% 
Mt. Carmel (Includes Mt. Carmel 4801) 4609 NO 159   
Stambaugh-Heller 4604 YES 362 85.78% 
Stambaugh-Heller 4604 NO 60   
Stambaugh-Heller 4605 YES 286 81.48% 



Stambaugh-Heller 4605 NO 65   
 

ALL REDWOOD CITY PRECINCTS PRECINCT VOTE VOTES PASSING TURNOUT 
  4601 YES 1337 76.84% 79.89% 
  4601 NO 403   79.89% 
  4603 YES 385 77.62% 81.03% 
  4603 NO 111   81.03% 
Stambaugh-Heller 4604 YES 362 85.78% 80.24% 
Stambaugh-Heller 4604 NO 60   80.24% 
Stambaugh-Heller 4605 YES 286 81.48% 73.83% 
Stambaugh-Heller 4605 NO 65   73.83% 
Downtown 4606 YES 693 80.96% 90.99% 
Downtown 4606 NO 163   90.99% 
Centennial 4607 YES 360 68.31% 87.60% 
Centennial 4607 NO 167   87.60% 
Edgewood Park 4608 YES 549 75.72% 86.19% 
Edgewood Park 4608 NO 176   86.19% 
Mt. Carmel (Includes 4801) 4609 YES 785 83.16% 88.51% 
Mt. Carmel (Includes 4801) 4609 NO 159   88.51% 
  4611 YES 238 77.02% 90.86% 
  4611 NO 71   90.86% 
  4612 YES 371 67.82% 90.71% 
  4612 NO 176   90.71% 
  4613 YES 554 72.14% 90.76% 
  4613 NO 214   90.76% 
  4614 YES 752 71.76% 88.92% 
  4614 NO 296   88.92% 
  4615 YES 264 74.16% 88.44% 
  4615 NO 92   88.44% 
  4616 YES 549 74.29% 87.65% 
  4616 NO 190   87.65% 
  4617 YES 954 75.77% 88.80% 
  4617 NO 305   88.80% 
Mt. Carmel 4619 YES 205 79.77% 85.49% 
Mt. Carmel 4619 NO 52   85.49% 
Central 4620 YES 334 79.52% 84.13% 
Central 4620 NO 86   84.13% 
  4621 YES 446 71.25% 82.47% 
  4621 NO 180   82.47% 
  4622 YES 359 80.67% 86.29% 
  4622 NO 86   86.29% 
Central/Palm 4623 YES 445 81.35% 78.98% 
Central/Palm 4623 NO 102   78.98% 
  4624 YES 663 79.78% 85.01% 
  4624 NO 168   85.01% 
  4625 YES 201 82.38% 76.32% 
  4625 NO 43   76.32% 
  4626 YES 378 72.55% 86.60% 
  4626 NO 143   86.60% 
  4627 YES 296 71.84% 87.25% 
  4627 NO 116   87.25% 
  4628 YES 491 72.96% 92.93% 
  4628 NO 182   92.93% 



  4629 YES 399 75.00% 90.13% 
  4629 NO 133   90.13% 
  4630 YES 317 71.88% 89.77% 
  4630 NO 124   89.77% 
  4632 YES 464 66.86% 90.80% 
  4632 NO 230   90.80% 
  4633 YES 943 69.03% 91.44% 
  4633 NO 423   91.44% 
  4634 YES 560 69.48% 91.53% 
  4634 NO 246   91.53% 
  4636 YES 81 50.94% 93.26% 
  4636 NO 78   93.26% 
  4638 YES 578 70.57% 92.50% 
  4638 NO 241   92.50% 
  4639 YES 479 67.85% 91.12% 
  4639 NO 227   91.12% 
  4648 YES 497 70.20% 94.29% 
  4648 NO 211   94.29% 
  4650 YES 373 78.03% 88.89% 
  4650 NO 105   88.89% 
  4651 YES 278 71.83% 83.06% 
  4651 NO 109   83.06% 
  4652 YES 103 81.75% 77.90% 
  4652 NO 23   77.90% 
  4653 YES 153 79.69% 78.15% 
  4653 NO 39   78.15% 
  4654 YES 0 0.00% 0.00% 
  4654 NO 1   0.00% 
  4655 YES 2 100.00% 100.00% 
  4655 NO 0   100.00% 
  4657 YES 100 72.46% 93.04% 
  4657 NO 38   93.04% 
  4662 YES 248 64.42% 90.52% 
  4662 NO 137   90.52% 
  4663 YES 60 61.86% 84.43% 
  4663 NO 37   84.43% 
Downtown (Includes Centennial 4690/4695) 4664 YES 1263 81.48% 85.24% 
Downtown (Includes Centennial 4690/4695) 4664 NO 287   85.24% 
  4671 YES 283 71.65% 78.93% 
  4671 NO 112   78.93% 
  4680 YES 1854 67.79% 89.21% 
  4680 NO 881   89.21% 
  4682 YES 1929 69.04% 88.05% 
  4682 NO 865   88.05% 
Central 4691 YES 175 81.78% 78.04% 
Central 4691 NO 39   78.04% 
  4692 YES 59 75.64% 81.37% 
  4692 NO 19   81.37% 
Mt. Carmel 4694 YES 86 82.69% 87.30% 
Mt. Carmel 4694 NO 18   87.30% 
Central 4696 YES 374 79.74% 81.79% 
Central 4696 NO 95   81.79% 
  4697 YES 114 72.15% 84.42% 



  4697 NO 44   84.42% 
  4698 YES 177 76.62% 84.75% 
  4698 NO 54   84.75% 
  4699 YES 151 68.95% 89.73% 
  4699 NO 68   89.73% 
  4803 YES 151 72.60% 94.81% 
  4803 NO 57   94.81% 
  4804 YES 43 75.44% 89.86% 
  4804 NO 14   89.86% 
  4805 YES 105 77.78% 89.44% 
  4805 NO 30   89.44% 
Central 4806 YES 238 84.10% 83.92% 
Central 4806 NO 45   83.92% 
  4807 YES 104 75.36% 86.71% 
  4807 NO 34   86.71% 
  4808 YES 70 79.55% 85.45% 
  4808 NO 18   85.45% 
  4809 YES 137 81.07% 89.66% 
  4809 NO 32   89.66% 
  4810 YES 338 75.96% 90.82% 
  4810 NO 107   90.82% 
  4811 YES 254 70.75% 84.48% 
  4811 NO 105   84.48% 
Central 4812 YES 36 78.26% 74.24% 
Central 4812 NO 10   74.24% 
  4813 YES 355 74.89% 84.56% 
  4813 NO 119   84.56% 
  4814 YES 317 70.92% 87.48% 
  4814 NO 130   87.48% 
  4815 YES 454 63.50% 91.48% 
  4815 NO 261   91.48% 
  4816 YES 45 75.00% 71.76% 
  4816 NO 15   71.76% 
  4817 YES 17 51.52% 89.19% 
  4817 NO 16   89.19% 

 



Dear Council Member Espinoza-Garnica, 
  
We are reaching out to share our support for the Sequoia Station 
redevelopment, which we understand will be discussed further at the 
February 8 council meeting.  We want to emphasize how important the 
dedication of land included in Lowe’s proposal is to Caltrain and transit 
needs and opportunities in Redwood City.  The land dedication is a critical 
step that enables the long term build out of the Caltrain system by creating 
necessary space that will accommodate both the development of a new 
“hub” station in Downtown Redwood City as well the grade separation of 
the rail corridor through the downtown. Preserving space for future station 
expansion and grade separations will also provide the certainty needed to 
allow Caltrain, SamTrans and the City to advance orderly and detailed 
planning of the future station and associated transit and access facilities 
including bus facilities, bike and pedestrian connections and parking. 
  
In 2019, after years of work and community outreach, Caltrain's 
Board-adopted a 2040 Service Vision that calls for the expansion of rail 
service along the corridor.  This Vision is centered around a four-track 
mid-peninsula station that allows for transfers between express and local 
trains. Because of its supportive land uses, densities and potential future 
Dumbarton connection, Caltrain staff strongly believes that Downtown 
Redwood City is best suited for this proposed new hub.  In addition to 
improving the regional transit system as a whole, locating the hub in 
Downtown Redwood City will provide extraordinary direct benefits to the 
community.  Locating the hub in the downtown will ensure that Redwood 
City receives the highest levels of train service in the future and it also 
raises the profile and priority of Redwood City’s proposed grade 
separations by melding them with a transformational project that directly 
enhances capacity on the entire railroad. 
  
The current station location is highly limited by the Safeway site and there 
is very little room to expand.  Lowe’s proposal to rebuild the site in a 
manner that moves Safeway towards El Camino Real would preserve a 
significant piece of track-side land for the future transit uses. This 



preservation of space will allow for the future rebuilding of the hub station 
as well as the construction of grade separations.  By preserving space now, 
we can ensure that these significant projects will occur in an orderly and 
cost-efficient way that avoids unnecessary property takings and community 
impacts.  We believe that this is a tremendous win-win opportunity for the 
railroad, the community and the region to work together. 
  
To that end, Caltrain staff is also highly supportive of the intensification of 
development and the mix of office and housing uses that Lowe is 
proposing.  A mixture of office and housing uses will add ridership to one of 
our premier stations and, critically, office creates the level of economic 
return necessary to support the dedication of land that we view as essential 
to the future of the downtown station. 
  
We appreciate the opportunity we’ve had to work with the City on the 
various components of the Transit District effort over the last couple of 
years and truly value the careful, forward-looking approach the City has 
taken toward planning for regional transit improvements. We hope to 
continue this productive collaboration. We would be happy to talk with you.  
  
Thank you. 
  

 
 

Jim Hartnett 
Executive Director 
(650) 508-6221 
 

 

Michelle Bouchard 
Chief Officer, Rail Division 
(650) 508-6420 



Dear Mayor Howard, Vice Mayor Hale and all Council members,  

I hope everyone is well and staying safe.  
  
On behalf of ARTS RWC I wanted to share a few thoughts on Agenda Item 8A regarding the 
Transit District and Sequoia Station proposed development/project, which we feel should 
continue to be studied, and move forward with more community input. This project 
represents a real placemaking opportunity for Redwood City. This is obviously a major 
undertaking for Redwood City and will have a huge impact on our community in many ways. 
  
Jesse Tejada from LOWE presented an update to the ARTS RWC group on recent changes 
incorporated into the Sequoia Station plans including an increase in affordable housing, plans 
for a childcare center, ideas about a teen center and other changes made to the original 
plans as a result of community and City input.  
  
He solicited our general feedback about the project and for our ideas about the inclusion of 
art in the project as the LOWE Project will be subject to the Percent for Art Ordinance. Open 
Space areas featuring art were discussed, as well as exhibition space. We discussed the 
benefits of having a dedicated space for art and the value it would bring to the community. A 
dedicated space for art can offer families, students, teens and young children a safe place to 
view, learn, create and experience art. It was a great exchange of ideas and we hope the 
conversations will continue.  
  
As most of the Council knows, for quite some time the ARTS RWC group, in collaboration with 
the Redwood City Parks and Arts Foundation, Art Bias, and the RWC Arts Commission has been 
developing our vision for a Center for Creativity in Redwood City. We have and will continue to 
have conversations with Developers, businesses, organizations and the community as 
well, regarding the concept of a Center for Creativity. 
  
We believe that with more collaboration and communication between our consortium of 
organizations, our community members and Lowe’s team we can together shape this into a 
project that would meet many of our cities priorities and our groups vision for a center for the 
arts in Redwood City and bring to fruition a really amazing placemaking opportunity. 
  
Thanks very much, 
Beth Mostovoy   
 
Beth Mostovoy 
Chair, ARTS RWC 
ARTS RWC 
  

ARTS RWC is an arts roundtable in Redwood City that brings civic and arts 
organization leaders together with individual artists. Our mission is to advance 

Redwood City as a vibrant and sustainable arts community that celebrates 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_ARTSRWC&d=DwMFaQ&c=nNvRdOr2xea4uhlY5OXJOCt_DKsZkPf6fcNzs3ljiOc&r=7ouDtUneIgRFyWZvs4y8fUcA_dVPvihBZtkEN1wc538&m=s6LHLDGM9gp2qesj88OwohAEnbvucjkA1NAV4HGad4M&s=s6dwoH8-DThn8Zcu-9Xg0bUyjjvGmSwj4oFPASi7eQQ&e=


local art and artists, promotes art in all forms and inspires community 
engagement. 

 



 

February 5, 2021 

Mayor Howard, Vice Mayor Hale, and City Council Members 
c/o City Clerk 
City of Redwood City, Community Development Department  
 
RE: February 8th, 2021 Agenda Item 7.A.  – Transit District and Sequoia Station Study Session  

 
Dear Honorable Mayor Howard, Vice Mayor Hale, and City Council Members, 
 
On behalf of Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition (SVBC), a nonprofit creating a healthy community, 
environment, and economy through bicycling, we are writing to share comments on the the Transit 
District planning process and Sequoia Station project. We are writing this letter to supplement our 
blog: “Redwood City Transit District – Opportunity for Better Biking in Downtown Redwood City” 
(available at: https://bikesiliconvalley.org/2021/01/redwood-city-transit-district-opportunity-for-
better-biking-in-downtown-redwood-city/). 
 
The transit district development offers an opportunity to rebuild the train station with more space 
for tracks, station amenities, and safer grade separations along with more opportunity for housing 
and jobs. SVBC supports a more urban build out by addressing land use, housing, and zoning so 
that people are able to safely and conveniently get around without a car with access to essential 
services within a 15-minute bike ride. In addition, Caltrain carries more bikes than any other train 
system in the country. SVBC works closely with Caltrain to ensure onboard bike capacity and secure 
bike parking at stations so that people are able to bike to the train. This project could help increase 
that access. 
 
The Sequoia Station project is a critical piece of Redwood City’s Transit District Area Plan as it 
reimagines Sequoia Station as a regional, transit-focused downtown destination. In particular, SVBC 
supports the goals of the project that align with SVBC’s policy agenda and Redwood City’s Climate 
Action Plan goals, providing:  

• expansion of rail infrastructure,  

• 30-42% affordable housing along with market rate and multi-family residential units,  

• reduced parking ratios for office and residential,  

• safe walking and biking connections,  

• a bike barn,  

• and other community benefits such as childcare and youth programming  

SVBC was actively engaged in Redwood City’s El Camino Corridor Plan (ECCP).  We participated in 
this process to ensure that high quality and safe bike facilities and crossings were included in the 
plan.  The Transit District includes significant frontage along El Camino Real, including two major 
signalized intersections at Jefferson and James. While we recognize that this frontage will not 
encompass the entire corridor, this effort can be a catalyst for this corridor’s redesign -- 
transforming almost 900 lineal feet of Sequoia Station’s ECR frontage into a bicycle and pedestrian 
gateway to Downtown and the Caltrain station. It will also set the model for how to implement 
best practices for future projects along El Camino Real as reflected in the ECCP.  
 
Creating safer bike routes, especially to the transit hub in Redwood City, is important to low-

income populations that rely on bicycles to get around. There is no Caltrain station in North Fair 

Oaks and East Palo Alto. To connect to the train as well as regional bus routes, people need to 

come to Redwood City. Many households in those areas do not have access to cars and must rely 

on biking to get around. This project can contribute to a safer bike network to access the station as 

well as provide future housing opportunities. 

 

https://bikesiliconvalley.org/2021/01/redwood-city-transit-district-opportunity-for-better-biking-in-downtown-redwood-city/
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/2021/01/redwood-city-transit-district-opportunity-for-better-biking-in-downtown-redwood-city/


 

 

 

 

Finally, we encourage the developers and the city to explore additional bike connectively through 

the project, particularly to the station and downtown. It’s amazing to have the El Camino Real 

segment built out. It’s also important to ensure that residents and office workers on the site can 

safely bike through the property. More interior bike connections will also facilitate neighbors from 

the west side of El Camino having safe and comfortable access to the businesses on site, to the 

Caltrain station, and across the tracks to downtown. 

 
We look forward to continuing to work with Redwood City. We are encouraged that the Transit 
District can help realize the El Camino Corridor Plan and so many of the values of Silicon Valley 
Bicycle Coalition – to create a healthy community, environment, and economy through bicycling for 
people who live, work, or play in Redwood City and San Mateo County. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Shiloh Ballard 
President and Executive Director 
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